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July 10, 2023 

 

Christopher Blake 

Middle Georgia State University 

Office of the President 

Macon, GA 

christopher.blake@mga.edu  

 

RE: Grant Initial Accreditation 

  Middle Georgia State University (GA) 

  Baccalaureate Social Work Program  

  2015 Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS) 

 

Dear President Blake: 

 

At its June 2023 meeting, the Board of Accreditation (BOA) reviewed the social 

work program’s Benchmark 3 and Initial Accreditation materials for the 

baccalaureate social work program. The BOA decided to Grant Initial 

Accreditation, ending in June 2031. 

 

Congratulations on this achievement. 

 

Decision Types  

BOA Initial Accreditation decision types are described in the Accreditation Policy 

Handbook.   

 

Retroactive Accreditation Date 

The Accreditation Policy Handbook explains retroactive accreditation status. Since 

this program was granted candidacy status in the academic year of 2020-2021, 

students admitted to the baccalaureate social work program in the fall of 2020 and 

after are considered graduates from an accredited social work program upon the 

BOA granting initial accreditation. 

 

Program Changes 

The accreditation status obtained at Initial Accreditation only covers the 

components that were reviewed in the self-study at the time of the BOA review. 

Changes may occur within the program prior to its next scheduled accreditation 

review; however, some program changes impact compliance with EPAS and 

require reporting to the BOA or DOSWA per the Accreditation Policy Handbook.  

 

Accreditation is an elective, program-driven, and self-managed peer-review 

process. Programs are solely responsible for implementing, demonstrating, and 

maintaining compliance with the EPAS during and between review cycles. 

 

CSWE Accreditation Contact 

BOARD OF ACCREDITATION (BOA) 

 

CHAIR 

Deana F. Morrow, PhD, LICSW, ACSW 
West Virginia University 

 

VICE CHAIR 

Thomas K. Gregoire PhD, MSW 

Ohio State University  

 

MEMBERS  

César G. Abarca, PhD, MSW 

California Polytech Humboldt  

 
George Ashley, PhD, LMSW 

Eastern Kentucky University 

 

Christina Bruhn, MSW, PhD 
Aurora University  

 

Terry Cluse-Tolar, PhD 
Ohio University  

 

Michael R. Daley, PhD, MSW 
Texas A&M University - Central Texas 

 

Kim S. Downing, PhD, LCSW, ACSW 

Elizabeth City State University 
 

Humberto E. Fabelo, PhD, LCSW 

Virginia Commonwealth University 
 

Antoinette Y. Farmer, PhD 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
 

Debra Fromm Faria, LCSW 

State University of New York Brockport 

 
Maria A. Gurrola, MSW, PhD 

California State University, Monterey Bay 

 
Michele D. Hanna, PhD, MSW 

University of Denver 

 

Daria V. Hanssen, PhD, LCSW 
Marist College 

 

Sarah Hessenauer, PhD, MSW, LSCW, MBA 
University of Wisconsin – Whitewater 

 

Lihua Huang, MSW, PhD 
Grand Valley State University 

 

Randy Magen, PhD 

Boise State University 
 

Isiah Marshall, Jr., PhD, MSW 

Norfolk State University 
 

Cheryl A. McAuliffe PhD, LMSW 

Grand Canyon University 
 

Christopher Mitchell, PhD 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 
Lisa B. Moon, PhD, LCSW 

Walden University 

 
April Murphy, PhD, MSW, CSW 

Western Kentucky University 

 

Larry P. Ortiz, MSW, PhD 
Loma Linda University 

 

Katherine Perone, DSW, MSW, LSW 
Western Illinois University 

 

Helen E. Petracchi, PhD, MSSW, ACSW 
University of Pittsburgh 

 

Octavio Ramirez, PhD, LSCSW 

Fort Hays State University 
 

Clifford J. Rosenbohm, PhD, LCSW 

King University 
 

Shelly A. Wiechelt, BA, MSW, PhD 

University of Maryland, Baltimore County 
 

James H. Williams, PhD, MSW, MPA 

Arizona State University 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ACCREDITATION 

Megan Fujita, PhD, MSW 
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If there are any questions about this letter or the policies, procedures, and actions of the Board of Accreditation, 

please contact Connie Adams, MSW, LCSW, Accreditation Specialist in CSWE’s Department of Social Work 

Accreditation at cadams@cswe.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Deana F. Morrow, PhD, LICSW, ACSW 

Chair, Board of Accreditation 

 

DFM/CLA 

 

Cc:  Rebekah Hazlett-Knudsen, PhD, LMSW 

 Associate Professor of Social Work and BSW Program Director 

 Middle Georgia State University 

Macon, GA 

 rebekah.hazlettknuds@mga.edu  
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