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Student Learning Outcomes 
SLO 1 

SLO 1: What is the first Student Learning 
Outcome for this academic program? Student 
Learning Outcomes should be stated in 
measurable terms (i.e. students will be able 
to......) 
 

Describe and identify the theoretical 
underpinnings of the study of politics and 
government. 

SLO 1: What instrument (assessment type) was 
used to measure student's ability to 
demonstrate mastery of this learning outcome? 
(i.e. exam, assignment with rubric, speech, 
demonstration of ability, lab assignment) 
 

Exam (ETS Major Field Test) 

SLO 1: What target performance level would a 
student need to achieve on the assessment 
instrument to demonstrate mastery of this 
learning outcome? (i.e. 80% of all students will 
earn an average grade of 75% or better on....) 
 

50% of students should have a scaled score at or 
above the national mean (152.2) 

SLO 1: During this assessment cycle, what 
percent of the students who participated in this 
assessment demonstrated mastery of this 
learning outcome? (this should be a number 
between 0-100)  
 

100 

SLO 1: Evidence of changes based on an analysis 
of the results: What changes were implemented, 
if applicable, based on an analysis of the 
students' performance on this Student Learning 
Outcome? (Evidence of the improvement must 
be kept and filed in the department or academic 
unit including but not limited to: changes in 
exam questions, reading assignments, syllabi, 
course instruction materials or assignments. 
Both old versions and new versions should be 
kept on file for 10 years. Major changes to 
curriculum must go through the Academic 
Affairs process.) 
 

As the participant exceeded our performance 
target, we did not identify any overall changes 
that are necessary in the program at this time. 
See discussion of SLOs 2 and 3 for more specific 
topic areas. 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Learning Outcomes 
SLO 2 

SLO 2: What is the second Student Learning 
Outcome for this academic program? Student 
Learning Outcomes should be stated in 
measurable terms (i.e. students will be able 
to......) 
 

Describe and identify the formal and informal 
institutions and processes of, and political 
behavior within, the political system of the 
United States and those of other countries. 

SLO 2: What instrument (assessment type) was 
used to measure student's ability to 
demonstrate mastery of this learning outcome? 
(i.e. exam, assignment with rubric, speech, 
demonstration of ability, lab assignment) 
 

Exam (ETS Major Field Test) 

SLO 2: What target performance level would a 
student need to achieve on the assessment 
instrument to demonstrate mastery of this 
learning outcome? (i.e. 80% of all students will 
earn an average grade of 75% or better on.....). 
 

50% of students should have a scaled score at or 
above the national mean (52.2) 

SLO 2: During this assessment cycle, what 
percent of the students who participated in this 
assessment demonstrated mastery of this 
learning outcome? (this should be a number 
between 0-100)  
 

100 

SLO 2: Evidence of changes based on an analysis 
of the results: What changes were implemented, 
if applicable, based on an analysis of the 
students' performance on this Student Learning 
Outcome? (Evidence of the improvement must 
be kept and filed in the department or academic 
unit including but not limited to: changes in 
exam questions, reading assignments, syllabi, 
course instruction materials or assignments. 
Both old versions and new versions should be 
kept on file for 10 years. Major changes to 
curriculum must go through the Academic 
Affairs process. ) 
 

The participant exceeded expectations in this 
area (which assessed knowledge and 
understanding of American politics), and we did 
not identify any specific need for improvement in 
this area as a result. 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Learning Outcomes 
SLO 3 

SLO 3: What is the third Student Learning 
Outcome for this academic program? Student 
Learning Outcomes should be stated in 
measurable terms (i.e. students will be able 
to......) 
 

Describe and identify the key features of the 
international system, including interactions 
between countries, and the differences between 
how various countries are governed around the 
world. 

SLO 3: What instrument (assessment type) was 
used to measure student's ability to 
demonstrate mastery of this learning outcome? 
(i.e. exam, assignment with rubric, speech, 
demonstration of ability, lab assignment) 
 

Exam (ETS Major Field Test) 

SLO 3: What target performance level would a 
student need to achieve on the assessment 
instrument to demonstrate mastery of this 
learning outcome? (i.e. 80% of all students will 
earn an average grade of 75% or better on.....). 
 

50% of students should have scaled scores at or 
above the national mean in the IR (52.9) and CP 
(52.3) assessments 

SLO 3: During this assessment cycle, what 
percent of the students who participated in this 
assessment demonstrated mastery of this 
learning outcome? (this should be a number 
between 0-100) 
 

100 

SLO 3: Evidence of changes based on an analysis 
of the results: What changes were implemented, 
if applicable, based on an analysis of the 
students' performance on this Student Learning 
Outcome? (Evidence of the improvement must 
be kept and filed in the department or academic 
unit including but not limited to: changes in 
exam questions, reading assignments, syllabi, 
course instruction materials or assignments. 
Both old versions and new versions should be 
kept on file for 10 years. Major changes to 
curriculum must go through the Academic 
Affairs process. ) 
 

While the student also exceeded our 
expectations in this area, their performance was 
closer to the national mean, reflecting the 
relative lack of emphasis on international 
relations and comparative politics content in our 
initial course offerings. We are in the process of 
adding additional coursework in these areas as 
electives in the degree program to improve 
average performance on this SLO in future 
student cohorts, and thus produce broader 
disciplinary coverage within our degree program. 

 

  



Student Learning Outcomes 
SLO 4 

SLO 4: What is the fourth Student Learning 
Outcome for this academic program? Student 
Learning Outcomes should be stated in 
measurable terms (i.e. students will be able 
to......) 
 

Identify and use appropriate methodologies for 
collecting, analyzing, and presenting data and 
evidence in written, oral, and graphical form, 
within the context of political science. 

SLO 4: What instrument (assessment type) was 
used to measure student's ability to 
demonstrate mastery of this learning outcome? 
(i.e. exam, assignment with rubric, speech, 
demonstration of ability, lab assignment)  
 

Research paper assignment with rubric 

SLO 4: What target performance level would a 
student need to achieve on the assessment 
instrument to demonstrate mastery of this 
learning outcome? (i.e. 80% of all students will 
earn an average grade of 75% or better on..... 
 

70% of students should achieve level 2 or higher 
("Good") in range 0-4) on rubric in each category. 

SLO 4: During this assessment cycle, what 
percent of the students who participated in this 
assessment demonstrated mastery of this 
learning outcome? (this should be a number 
between 0-100)  
 

100 

SLO 4: Evidence of changes based on an analysis 
of the results: What changes were implemented, 
if applicable, based on an analysis of the 
students' performance on this Student Learning 
Outcome? (Evidence of the improvement must 
be kept and filed in the department or academic 
unit including but not limited to: changes in 
exam questions, reading assignments, syllabi, 
course instruction materials or assignments. 
Both old versions and new versions should be 
kept on file for 10 years. Major changes to 
curriculum must go through the Academic 
Affairs process. ) 
 

Since all 3 students succeeded in meeting the 
standards, the analysis did not produce any 
meaningful data for determining potential 
improvements. We focused on data for SLOs 1-3 
as a result. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sampling 

How many students participated in the 
assessment of these learning outcomes, in this 
program, for this assessment cycle at this 
location?  
 

3 

 

Open Box for Assessment Comments 

Open Text Box For Assessment Comments: 
 

SLOs 1-3 were assessed on the Macon campus as 
POLS 4900 was only offered in Macon in spring 
2020. 
ETS Major Field Test reports were revised to only 
report scaled scores, and historical average was 
updated to reflect national performance between 
September 2016 and June 2019 (3,536 test 
takers), so assessment targets and results were 
revised to reflect the new scaled scores. 
3 political science students participated in SLO 4, 
1 political science student participated in SLOs 1-
3. Data for non-majors who participated in 
assessment of SLOs 1-4 is omitted. 

If the COVID-19 pandemic impacted this 
assessment cycle, please provide specific details 
below. (Also submit any COVID-19 
correspondence from your accrediting body to 
assessment@mga.edu when you submit this 
form with your Department name and program 
in the subject line.) 
 

Political science student who participated was 
assessed on SLOs 1-3 with remote proctoring 
rather than an in-person proctoring. 
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